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Public Health 60: Environmental Quality and Health

• Lower-division Public Health
• Fulfills General Education Science requirement 
• Also attracts Public Health majors
• First time offered online 
• Summer Session / 5 weeks
• Requires synchronous sections upon enrollment 



Dr. Miryha Runnerstrom

• Risk-taker
• Innovator
• Early adopter
• Tech-savvy
• Interested in pedagogy
• Popular instructor

“I don’t want 
a canned 

online class.” 
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Summer Session Challenges

• Students working
• Students on family vacations
• Students in other time 

zones  
• Distractions!
• 5 weeks fly by



Our Goals

• Engage students at a high level
• Address a real-world problem related to the 

environment 
• Get students involved in problem-solving as a group



http://sciencecases.lib.buffalo.edu/cs/



Benefits of Role-Playing

• Engage students by having them “adopt” their 
character

• Provide real-world scenarios
• Require students to take a stand and advocate for 

their position
• But…cooperation works better than competition 





Challenges of Our Design 

Challenges for Us
• Time-consuming
• Choreography
• Unengaged students
• Variety of student 

backgrounds

Challenges for Students
• Role Playing / Embodying 

a character
• Group work
• “All in” 
• Stragglers and lurkers 

unwelcome



Choreography

• Role playing
• Google templates
• Agendas for each group meeting 
• Rubrics
• Highly graphical elements throughout 



A Week in the Life of PH60





https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B_fg7uDB8aPlV2RUdm13QUR0V28&usp=sharing#grid


View Lecture-ettes + Do the Reading



Go Through the Interactive Lesson 

https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/ph60/New+Introduction+/story.html

https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/ph60/New+Introduction+/story.html


Meet Synchronously in Your Group



Follow the 
Agenda



Continue Group Discussions Online 



Do 
Assignment 
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