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What is OPT?  
An Award winning, homegrown mobile friendly Online Polling Tool that 
provides a device agnostic FREE polling service, available to all UCLA faculty, 
staff and students. 

• The OPT system features:
• Integration via LTI with any LTI enabled LMS (1.0 so far) 
• Full Course roster integration for all UCLA faculty
• Six different types of questions
• Tablet and mobile device friendly
• Easy to use poll creation interface
• Poll cloning for easy to use poll replication
• An alternative to expensive clickers and cloud vendor polling apps.
• We are currently gauging interest in expansion to the UC.



OPT with Responsive Design 



What we will go over Today

• Examples of some REAL faculty processes for how they use OPT
• Poll Creation Mechanics

• Take Live Poll #1

• Poll Creation Mechanics
• Quarterly Statistics
• OPT Features Coming Soon

• Take Live Poll #2

• Polling Tool Landscape
• OPT Market Study Results – Entangled Ventures



Lets take a sample poll

•Go to @ https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu
•No Need to login
•Search for UCCSC 2016 #1
•Password is ‘Campus’

https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/


Search: UCCSC #1 #1 = Campus

https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/557/responses/participate
https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/557/responses/participate
ttps://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/557/responses/participate
ttps://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/557/responses/participate


Poll Creation Mechanics Talk
Excerpt by Professor Veronica Santos



My Process for Using OPT

1.  Prepare a question slide in Powerpoint

2. Create the question at onlinepoll.ucla.edu
• Code the question title
• Protect the question with a password
• Require student login to OPT

3. Release the question and password during lecture

4. Go over results live with students and address 
misconceptions on the spot

5.  Score the questions offline

https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/515


Poll Example #1



Poll Example #2















Security and & Control use Groups 



OPT Poll Creation Mechanics

If you want to see respondents names, click this

If you want to allow students 
to ask questions 

anonymously, use this

If you are giving credit for a poll, use this

If you want to restrict a poll to a class, click this, you will see 
you’re a list of your courses from the registrar. 



Submit the Poll to Save it















REAL UCLA Instructions for Students

• You must be logged in at http://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/
• Wifi Instructions:

• In order to successfully log in, you must use the ’UCLA_WiFi’ network or your data 
plan. 

• The ‘UCLA_Web’ network does not have security privileges that enable 
you to log in with your BruinID.

• Polling points for correct answers over the course of the quarter will be used 
as extra credit. 

• Participation in polls is optional.
• I will not be accepting any responses via paper unless there are extraordinary 

circumstances (e.g. cellphone battery dies, wi-ficonnectivity issues, etc.).
• Paper responses must be submitted before I close the poll and reveal the 

correct answer.
• All questions will have the format MAE 102 W16 --#X

http://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/


Sample Instructions for Students

• You must be logged in at http://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/
• Give them Wifi Instructions (instruct which ones do NOT work)

• Explain how Points are awarded
• Explain how points impact their grade ( ie: extra credit only)
• Decide if Participation in polls is optional

• State the Limitation on when you will accept a “paper” 
response (ie:  before POLL is closed…and answer revealed)

• Explain poll naming convention & how to find them: 
• Course Name # SeasonYY

http://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/


Results of Real Course Poll



“Completely Successful OPT Trial” Professor Gershon Weltman

Rose et al,
OPT worked like a charm.
I opened the poll during the 8:50 break, and directed the students to it after presenting the 
case study.
5 minutes for responses to 4 questions seemed more than enough; students are quick on 
mobile devices.
About 140 students responded, far more than the usual show of hands, and with far more 
enthusiasm.
The bar graphs provided valuable feedback on the distribution of responses, as well as a 
great point of departure for me to discuss the nature of the problems and ethical issues 
involved. I also had at least one student speak to the various points of view.
I've attached the slides I used in the polling trial for your information and any other use you 
can put them to.
All in all, a very productive experience, which I will endeavor to repeat and expand upon.
Thank you again for your invaluable guidance and help.
Gershon



Poll Discovery – getting to the polls

• Options to get students to find the polls:
• Tell them the name

• Restrict by creating password & give it in class
• Give them the link or put it in CCLE
• Use a QR Code
• Create them for your Group/Class



*New Reports for Groups/Classes



Lets take a poll about features

•Go to @ https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu
•No Need to login
•Search for UCCSC 2016 #2
•Password is ‘Features’

https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/


Search: UCCSC #2 #2 = Features

https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/558/responses/participate
https://onlinepoll.ucla.edu/polls/558/responses/participate


Features Under Development
• Live Updating of Results as an option
• Word Clouds for the text responses
• Ability to mark the correct answer and auto-score results
• LTI Outcomes

Features Under Consideration
• Implementation LTI 2.0
• Implementation of the Caliper metric profiles that apply



Ideas for Teaching with Polls
• Use your Groups/Classes
• Use an anonymous poll during your class to get questions students 

are too shy to ask
• Use it for feedback on each session



Benefits to a Cloud based Polling Tool

• No 3rdparty hardware costs.
• No 3rdparty software costs.
• No physical devices to track.
• No physical devices to maintain.
• Can leverage existing WiFi coverage throughout the campus.
• Can work with a local and responsive UC Team who are striving to 

develop a useful tool for instruction.



Benefits to students and instructors

• Helps to break up the monotony of 2 hour lectures
• Interactive lectures
• Instructors can detect, discuss, and correct misconceptions on the 

spot.

Particular benefits to students:
• They don’t have to pay for new devices that may only be used once.
• They don’t have to borrow, keep track of, or remember to pack devices.
• They don’t have to pay for 3rdparty software…typically done on a quarterly 

basis!









Questions or Discussion

• Ideas on how and where OPT could be useful on your campus?


























	UCCSC 2016… In IT together�Free Interactive Polling for your Students
	What is OPT?  
	OPT with Responsive Design 
	What we will go over Today
	Lets take a sample poll
	Search: UCCSC #1
	Poll Creation Mechanics Talk�Excerpt by Professor Veronica Santos
	My Process for Using OPT
	Poll Example #1
	Poll Example #2
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Security and & Control use Groups 
	OPT Poll Creation Mechanics
	Submit the Poll to Save it
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	REAL UCLA Instructions for Students
	Sample Instructions for Students
	Results of Real Course Poll
	“Completely Successful OPT Trial” Professor Gershon Weltman
	Poll Discovery – getting to the polls
	*New Reports for Groups/Classes
	Lets take a poll about features
	Search: UCCSC #2
	Features Under Development
	Ideas for Teaching with Polls
	Benefits to a Cloud based Polling Tool
	Benefits to students and instructors
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Questions or Discussion
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53

